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FVHS Mission Statement 
The Fraser Valley Humane Society (FVHS) is a non-profit organization comprised of staff and 

volunteers dedicated to the operation of a no kill shelter in Mission, BC. The FVHS works 

within the community, eliminating needless suffering of stray domestic animals. While we 

provide assistance in finding all abandoned animals loving and responsible homes, we mainly 

focus our efforts on the feline population. We are a limited admission shelter that provides an 

alternative to euthanasia through programs that manage population control. Together we will 

effect social change! 
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Editor, Cathy Hamm 

 

“Animals are such 

agreeable friends – 

They ask no questions, 

they pass no criti-

cisms.” 

George Eliot 

To see Domenic today, you 

would never believe what 

he looked like a few short 

months ago. The charis-

matic black and white fe-

line first came to the at-

tention of the Fraser Val-

ley Humane Society when 

a young man from Silver-

dale phoned to say he had 

found a stray, injured cat 

and wanted to help.  

Christine Reed, Executive 

Director of the FVHS, 

knew that the shelter was 

full and the vet bills were 

piling up. So she attempted to determine if the cat was in an immediate need of care. 

She asked if the cat was eating, drinking and using his box. The young man confirmed 

that he was so Christine told him to bring the cat in the next day.  

When they arrived, Christine was shocked at what she saw. The little cat appeared to 

be missing half of his face! It was as if it had been ripped away, yet this plucky boy was 

going about life normally. She immediately put him in her car and rushed to the vet. A 

few minutes down the road she noticed a terrible smell so strong that she had to roll 

down her window and stick her head outside to breathe. Staff at Mission Veterinary 

Clinic dubbed him, affectionately, “Peppy Le Pew.” 

The vet determined that the cat had likely been attacked by something but it was an 

infection that had slowly eaten away his face. After tending and cleaning his wounds 

the next order of business was to get him neutered since hormonal changes that occur 

when a male cat is fixed cause the skin to become looser. 

Continued on page 6… 
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In October, I had the honor of be-

ing nominated for Shelter director 

of the year at the Banff Summit for 

Urban Animal Strategies. There 

were 80 delegates who attended by 

invitation only. 

My biggest concern was taking 

time away from the adoption cen-

ter. But the opportunity to attend a meeting of 

shelter managers, veterinarians and other pet 

care professionals from across Canada and the 

US was too great to miss. I knew it would provide 

me with a huge opportunity to network and learn 

from the leaders in animal welfare. 

It was a frenetic and enlightening two days. 

What a pleasure it was to get together with oth-

ers dedicated to animal welfare. Most of the at-

tendees were impressed and astonished with 

what we have accomplished here in Mission with 

so little funding. They were shocked to learn that 

our volunteers spend countless hours fundraising 

to provide what is an essential community ser-

vice. 

The Fraser Valley Humane Society was also 

nominated for business of the year by the Mission 

Chamber of Commerce. These recognitions dem-

onstrate how our hard work is being noticed. 

Mission failing to Spay and neuter 

A disturbing phenomenon is occurring in Mission 

again this year. Frequently, staff at the FVHS 

adoption center are fielding calls from out of 

towners looking for kittens to adopt.     

people are coming from places as far away as 

North Vancouver, White Rock, Bellevue Washing-

ton and even the Yukon! They are looking here 

because they can’t find kittens in their own com-

munities.  

This suggests that without a properly funded spay 

and neuter program, Mission is falling behind in 

its responsibility to control cat populations. This 

essential community service can only be accom-

plished with consistent support dedicated for that 

purpose.  

365 days of the year, the FVHS cares for the cats 

of our community. We take in strays and surren-

ders whenever we can, we treat illnesses and inju-

ries, we vaccinate and neuter, and then we find 

suitable homes. This has sharply reduced the inci-

dence of disease and suffering of Mission cats. It is 

also an enormous task.  

Although the FVHS only adopts cats and kittens 

after they have been spayed, people who acquire 

kittens from other sources are not always getting 

their new cats altered. In a very short time they 

are overwhelmed with more cats that eventually 

find their way to us. 

In addition, numerous cats end up at the shelter 

after their owners have moved away. These people 

have decided that it is easier to abandon their pets 

than to fulfill their responsibility to provide for 

their care. 

Sadly, we only hear of these abandoned pets when 

concerned neighbors hear their anxious cries or 

find them searching in vain for their family. These 

animals are left confused and helpless. 

Currently, we are providing this service with the 

limited money we take in at fundraising events. 

This year we hope to receive an increase in fund-

ing from the city of Mission for our im-

portant community role. 

With more consistent funds, we might 

finally reduce the steady influx of kit-

tens to our shelter each year. 

Christine Reed, 

Executive Director 

Board of Directors 

Steve Masters, President 

Kevin Smith, Treasurer 

Muriel Sanders, Secretary 

Charlette McIntosh, Director 

Barb Mackenzie, Director 

Julie Hartland, Director 

Christine Reed, Executive Director 
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Bruce (Bud) Smith, is one of 

the FVHS most dedicated vol-

unteers. We, asked his wife, 

Joyce (pictured with Bud) 

about his dedication to others 

in need. 

Bud has always loved animals 

and that was one of the en-

dearing things that attracted 

me to him. When we got mar-

ried in 1966 and headed to-

wards 100 Mile House for our 

honeymoon, the sign in the 

back read: CAT-ASTOPHE!  

At one time, we had an SPCA 

in Mission and we were both 

members, but the SPCA decided to pull out of Mission 

leaving hundreds of animals at risk. In the fall of 

1997, my cousin brought us a litter of four, three day 

old kittens. With the help of Rosemary Morgan, a lady 

we met through the SPCA, we hand raised them. This 

experience inspired us to do more and as time went 

on the three of us continued to take in cats and kit-

tens of all ages.  

The following Thanksgiving weekend, Bud and I got a 

call asking if we would help rescue a black lab and 

her two 6 week old puppies. The mom and her babies 

were emaciated and full of worms.  

 Sadly, one of the pups, named Buster Brown, died of 

Parvo.  Everyone involved in the rescue of the pup-

pies were devastated. Then  we decided to honor this 

brave fellow by organizing ourselves into The Buster 

Brown Care Group. 

Bud worked full time in Vancouver. He started his 

commute from Mission at 4:00 am and didn’t get home 

until 6:00 pm. Despite this, Bud was the one who pro-

vided the comfort and calm when things did not go as 

planned. 

He never once refused to accept another animal to 

our home. He never once begrudged working long 

hours to help with the extra costs of rescuing animals.  

He never complained about the furniture being de-

stroyed or having to move 10 cats off the bed before 

he could crawl in and get a little sleep himself.  

Bud helped mix formula, bottle feed the kittens, cud-

dled them, changed their litter pans, delivered cats to 

the vets and picked up medications. He held me tight 

in his strong arms when I needed reassurance. He 

provided a shoulder to cry on when I needed it the 

most. Without his silent strength, The Buster Brown 

Care Group would not have survived to help so many 

animals.  

Bud worked for the city of Vancouver and helped a 

skunk, several squirrels, many birds and even a rat or 

two.  He often got laughed at by co-workers but Bud 

just took it in stride and did whatever he could to 

help the animals.  

In 1999, the Fraser Valley Humane society was 

formed. Buster Brown Care Group decided to ‘fold up’ 

and put all of our energy into supporting the FVHS.  

Continued on page 6… 
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Strider: I’d been hanging around the 

Best Western Hotel for a couple of 

weeks. Staff were worried about me 

so they brought me here. I must 

have lived with a very nice family as 

I was wearing a beautiful collar. Un-

fortunately, I cannot speak so I must 

rely on them to come looking for me.  

I’m a very handsome young fellow; 

very playful and affectionate and I 

love to be brushed while sitting in 

your lap. I enjoy children as long as 

they are not too rough or loud. I’m 

not sure whether I like dogs or not. I 

love attention but for some reason 

I’m not very comfortable with  being 

picked up and held. 

Tristi: I am a six year old female 

kitty who was adopted by an eld-

erly man from the FVHS as a 

young adult.  

I lived with my human companion 

until he passed away. No one in 

the family wanted to keep me so 

I’m back here at the FVHS adop-

tion center. Come check me out! 

Thank you Maggie Calloway for your generous 

donation of an incubator for cats and kittens!!  
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your country, your restaurant 

 

abc Country Restaurant 

32081 Lougheed Highway 

Mission. 

604 820-9637 

Dogs have never had so much fun helping 

cats as they did during the FVHS Swi-

mathon 2008 held on July 27.  

Sponsored by K9H2O, owner Kendall Me-

nech offered the FVHS use of her facilities 

and therapy pool. The canines enjoyed a 

cool dip while earning cash to aid their 

feline friends. 

It was a gratifying day for all those who 

came to watch the happy pooches 

splashing about alongside K9H20 staff.  

Dog owners collected pledges while 

their dogs had the fun. There was also 

plenty of 

food, refresh-

ments and 

activities for 

all the four 

and two 

legged par-

ticipants. By 

the end of 

the day, the 

swimmers 

had earned 

over $5000 

for cats!  

Purr and 

Meow! 

(Translation: 

Thanks!) 
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Domenic… 

There were several surgeries to pull the skin 

back over his face.  Domenic calmly submitted 

to daily washing with his face held under a 

tap three times a day for three minutes at a 

time.  

The clinic staff soon fell in love with Domenic 

and wished to adopt him. Unfortunately, the 

other resident cat did not approve so another  

home for Domenic will have to be found.  

Domenic is an extremely friendly cat who gets 

along well with most other cats. He loves to be 

cuddled and petted and now that he is neu-

tered and healed, he smells like a rose. 

For more information about Domenic, please 

contact the FVHS. 

Donate your 

Save-on-Points 

to the FVHS at 

the customer 

service desk 

(minimum 

1000pts.) and 

Save on will 

double the 

amount which 

can then be 

turned into cash 

for cats!!! 

Bud and Joyce Smith… 

We held a huge Christmas fundraiser in 

our home to make the transition. Bud 

took a week of his holidays to prepare 

our house for this special occasion. 

Nine years later, our passion to help the 

animals is still as strong as ever. We still 

have Buster Brown’s mom. Our furni-

ture is still etched with claw marks and 

Bud still has to remove furry feline 

friends from the bed to go to sleep.  

Bud and Joyce continue to do a tremen-

dous amount of work for the FVHS in-

cluding fundraising, delivering supplies, 

fostering and much more.   

In addition, Bud has been involved with 

many other groups such as the Salvation 

Army, Mission and Abbotsford Child de-

velopment, and Elizabeth’s Wildlife Cen-

ter to name a few. Bud is also well 

known as Flashpot the clown; perform-

ing at numerous charity events over the 

years.  

We are very proud of Bud for overcom-

ing a devastating early childhood to 

achieve his BC Dogwood Graduation 

Certificate last year at the age of 66.  

Not only did he graduate with honors, 

he was also the valedictorian!  

 

 

 

 

Congratulations Bruce! 
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Crowds lined up at the 

FVHS booth for Canada Day 

celebrations at Heritage 

Park. We had several kittens 

on hand who charmed every-

one with their antics. We 

also had a mega-popular 

face painting section that 

delighted kids and their parents! 

We were also pleased to have three 

Japanese student volunteers for two 

weeks. Pictured left is Joyce Smith 

with Mizumi. The other two stu-

dents were Nozomi and Daizke. 

The Kitten that Mizumi is holding is 

her favorite naughty little kitten 

named Rin. A litter of five kittens 

arrived while the students were 

here. They helped us with bottle feeding so we 

asked them to name the kittens. They chose Yu 

(kind), Ai (love), Tora (brave), 

Umi (ocean) and Rin (Chimes).  

Karyn Hollasch paints the face 

of a young visitor to the FVHS 

booth on Canada Day. Thank 

you to Freybe Meats for donat-

ing proceeds from their hot dog 

sales to the FVHS! 

To our volunteers who spent hours 

making Crafts for the Christmas 

Craft sale at heritage park school.   

Tracey Stoberg  - Maggie Stoberg 

Jessica Hill - Sarah Henn 

Pat Jackman - Karyn Hollasch 

Marykay Watson - Claire Kelly 

Charlette Macintosh - Barb Mackenzie 

Yolande Uriel - Liora Gelbart 

Stacey Bodrug - The Sanders Family 

Thelma Smith - Richard Hallaway 

Muriel McNab - Diane Henn 

Cobble Hill - The Shack n the Back 

 

 

We were also in attendance 

at the annual Blessing of the 

Animals at All Saints Angli-

can Church on Oct 5th. 

Julie Hartland brought 

along ‘the boys’, Cash and 

Kea for 

their blessings.  Chris-

tine Reed brought sev-

eral cats from the Shel-

ter. It was a happy day 

for all involved. 

Volunteers handed out 

info on the FVHS to 

folks at the Celebration 

of the community. 
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Mission 

ABC Family Restaurant 

Abstract Glass 

Agwest Veterinary Group 

A Touch of Crafts 

Belles Sports 

Boston Pizza 

Calla Lilies, Florist 

Canine Corner 

Cedar Grove Animal Hospital 

Cedar Valley Alignment  

Christie’s Hair salon 

Cloverdale Paint 

Country Garden, Dewdney 

Dewdney Inn 

Diggety Dog Grooming 

Dressed to Grill 

Eagle Road Animal Hospital 

Esso Gas on Logan 

14th Avenue Pub 

Framed By Lewis 

Fraser Valley Building Sup-
plies 

FVHS Cat Adoption Center 

Gardenworks 

Global Landscaping 

Hill’n Dale Animal Hospital 

Hurd Pharmacy 

J & J Grocery and Gas Bar 

Kirby Insurance 

Lougheed Animal Hospital 

Lucky Loonie Store 

Luv 2 Scrap 

Magnolia’s on 1st Ave 

Mission Golf & Country Club 

Mission Library 

Mission Veterinary Hospital 

Rona 

Shell Gas Station, Silverdale 

Sisto’s Liquor Store 

Stella’s Restaurant 

Sue’s Copy Place 
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Canwest Shows 

Medi-cal Pet foods 

Mission Lions 

Sasquatch Lions 

M&M meats 

The Cat’s Den 

  

 

  

 
Tires Plus 

T & T Auto Parts 

The Grand Street Cat Clinic 

Wee Chippie Restaurant 

Wine Kitz 

Abbotsford  

Abbotsford liquor barn 

Seven Blends Coffee House & 
Bistro 

The Cottage Bakery 

Thel’s Barbeque Sales 

Windmill Deli 

Golden Ears Dog Grooming, 
Maple Ridge. 

 

Nov 22nd - Adoption Center Open House. Don’t 

miss this family friendly event at the center located 

on Railway Avenue under the Royal bank in Mis-

sion. The fun starts at noon and ends at 3pm with 

our famous raffle draw!  

Nov 6th Opening - Pet Boutique. VanCity Credit 

Union in the junction mall has generously donated 

space next to the bank for us to sell a large variety 

of quality pet supplies at bargain basement prices!  

We have deals on cat post scratchers, toys, beds, t-

shirts, jewelry, and so much more.  

Hours: Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sat - 12 noon to 4pm. 

Nov 30th - Santa Paws pet photos at the Valley Feed 

bag in Mission Hills Mall 1-4pm 

Dec. 05 - Mission Chamber of Commerce Annual 

Candle Light Parade. Don’t miss our float!! 

Dec 06 - Santa Paws Pet Photos at the Pet Boutique 

next to VanCity Credit union. 

10:30am to 2:30pm 

Dec 13th - Santa Paws Photos 

(cats only) at Grand Street 

Cat  Clinic on 4th and Grand 

street. 1:00pm to 4:00pm. 
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Since my elderly 

mother-in-law 

was ill and lonely 

during the days  

we were all at 

work or school, 

my son decided 

that we needed a 

dog to keep her 

company. 

 

We chose a sweet 

German Sheppard female pup from downtown Vancouver. 

Bodie, as she was named, would sit with mom for hours 

dozing and watching her knit. Every time mom would leave 

her chair, Bodie would follow her.  

 

In all the fifteen years we had her, we never had any prob-

lems with theft or break-ins. Her bark was enough to put 

anyone off. However, she was a soft, gentle and loving girl. 

One winter morning I let the dogs out not realizing that 

Bodie had never seen snow. Suddenly, I heard barking and 

yapping from the back yard. When I looked out, I saw Bodie 

pulling our little spaniel, Joey, along the snow on a blanket! 

 

She was the best companion ever. We lost her a few weeks 

ago after a short battle with a stroke and congestive heart 

failure. She will be deeply missed but I know that she is 

safe and is no longer suffering. 

Submitted by Jan Longmore 

 

 

 

 

All empty Canadian Pop bottles, cans and drink containers. 

Also 4 liter milk jugs, cleaned with lids off. 

All save on foods corporate brands (Western family, etc) 

All inkjet and laser printer cartridges 

Caress soap; Degree deodorant; Dove soap/skin/hair Ponds 

products; Finesse; Lever 2000; Pears soap; Q-tip boxes; Sa-

lon Selective; Sauvé hair/ body bottles; Snuggle; Sunlight; 

Thermasilk; Vaseline; Vim; Depends; Huggies; Kleenex; 

Kotex; Poise; Bartolli oil; Becal; Blue Bon-

net/imperial/Fleishmann’s margarine; Bovril; Brayers Ice 

Cream; Hellmann's mayo; Knor; Lawry Spices; Lipton 

soups/teas; OXO; Ragu sauces; Red Rose tea; Skippy Pea-

nut Butter; Slim Fast; Nature’s Path Cereal boxes/ Manna 

bread/waffle boxes.   

Please recycle your liquor bottles and cans at the Mission 

Bottle depot behind Macdonald’s. Tell them its for the 

FVHS. Thank you! Meow! Purrs! 

Does your business have bottles to donate? We can 

pick them up! Thanks to: 

Shoppers Drug Mart - Dewdney Pub - Lougheed Ani-

mal Hospital - Cedar Valley Alignment—Cedar Grove 

Animal Hospital -  Grab-A-Java - Whiskers Pet Ser-

vices. 

Sasha, your passing has left a void in our 

lives. As time goes by we recall the joy and 

friendship your life gave to us. Goodbye my 

sweet “girly-girl”.  

Submitted by Cathy Hamm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Mew. Still so young, it was a shock to lose 

you. Four years ago we fostered you from the 

Humane Society only to fall in love with your 

charming personality.   

Although, you weren’t fond of other cats, you 

sure bonded with Ebony, the old stray cat who 

shared the past two years with you.  He and 

we will miss you terribly.  

Submitted by Cathy Hamm 

 

 

 

 

Kiri– Was named after New Zealand 

Opera star Dame Kiri te Kanawa -

very famous just like our kiwi cat.  

She will be sadly missed by Moneca, 

Julie, Cash, Kea, Tulip, Pops and all 

our house guests from whom she en-

joyed attention and back rubs.   
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How You Can Help…... 

� Become a member                                                            $10.00                              

� Become a lifetime member                                                $100.00                   

� Neuter or Spay a cat                                                         $45.00 and $55.00                          

� Exam/Viral test/Vaccinate/Deworm/Deflea                         $45.00 

� To help abandoned, abused and injured cats                     $____   

� Donation in Memory. (Please include name and address of the person you would like to receive the card as well as the departed pet’s name.) 

Name: _____________________________________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________ 

Phone: (Home)_____________________ (Work)_____________________________   

Email: (Helps save the cost of stamps!) ___________________________________ 

Cheque or Money order � � � �     Visa  ����   MasterCard  �    �    �    �    Amount of your donation  $__________ 

Card # ___  ___  ___  ___     ___  ___  ___  ___     ___  ___  ___   ___     ___  ___  ___  ___  

Expires: ___  ___  / ___  ___ 

Signature (required):______________________________________________  Date:____________________________ 

Registered Charity #86657 0344 RR0001                                                                                                                                       

        

Return to  
Fraser Valley Humane Society 
33103 North Railway Ave.; 
Mission, BC, V2V 1E3 
Fax:  1-866-304-0054 

Tax receipts are included with 

all donations over $10.00 

CENTER HOURS: 

Sun & Mon - Closed 

Tues to Sat - 10am until 4pm 


